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December 9, 2016 
 

Ex Parte Letter 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
RE: WC Docket No. 10-90, Connect America Fund 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On Wednesday, December 7, 2016, John Badal, CEO of Sacred Wind Communications, Inc. 
together with the undersigned from NTCA–The Rural Broadband Association separately met with 
Nicholas Degani from Commissioner Pai’s office, Robin Colwell from Commissioner O’Rielly’s 
office and Travis Litman from Commissioner Rosenworcel’s office.    
 
During the meetings Mr. Badal discussed the unique challenges his company faces in serving 
areas of the Navajo Nation scattered throughout rural New Mexico.   He stressed his company’s 
reliance on high cost universal service fund (USF) support to serve a remote area with many low-
income, multigenerational households.   He estimated that, even in the wake of recent reforms 
intended to address such concerns, standalone broadband in his service territory would cost over 
$300 per subscriber, per month – unaffordable to his subscribers even with low-income discounts.   
 
Mr. Badal also talked about his company’s desire to expand to unserved adjacent territory, 
explaining that limitations in the current rules and the underfunding of, and the uncertainty 
surrounding, USF support has stymied that effort.  Mr. Badal stressed the need to fully fund all of 
the USF programs to ensure that the statutory goals of universal service can be realized and that all 
consumers in his state, including those situated in and near the tribal areas his company serves, 
have access to reasonably priced voice and broadband services comparable to what is found in 
more urban areas of the country. 

 
In particular, NTCA emphasized the importance of providing sufficient USF support for both the 
model and non-model USF mechanisms, and the negative effects on consumer rates and 
broadband access that will arise out of the absence of such support in defiance of the expectations 
of reform. See, e.g. Ex Parte Letter from Michael R. Romano, Senior Vice President, NTCA, to 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Commission, WC Docket No. 10-90 (filed Nov. 21, 2016).  
 
Attached is the presentation Mr. Badal handed out at each of the meetings. 
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Thank you for your attention to this correspondence.  Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the 
Commission’s rules, a copy of this letter is being filed via ECFS. 
 

Sincerely, 
/s/ Jill Canfield 
Jill Canfield 
Vice President, Legal and Industry 

         Assistant General Counsel 
cc: Nicholas Degani 
 Robin Colwell 
 Travis Litman 
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